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Let us pray... 

 

Good and gracious God, 
you blew into our nostrils the breath of life. 
You are the One to whom we owe our very 

existence. 

 

Give us the courage to take that unpopular 
position 

of protecting those who have no voice, 
the unborn child in the womb 

to the person taking his or her last breath. 

 

The life you have given us is a gift beyond 
measure. 

Embolden us to speak the truth 
about protecting the child, the elderly, 

and the one without a voice in the public 
square. 

 

With thankful hearts, 
we ask all this of the One God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Tuesday, January 22, 2019 

What’s a cemetery doing at St. Matthew’s? 
This weekend you will see 100 white crosses erected in 
front of St. Matthew’s Church.  These crosses represent 
the “Cemetery of the Innocents.”   
Each cross represents 41 abortions performed each year 
in Suffolk County alone.  There are more than 4000 re-
ported abortions/year in Suffolk County; more than 
93,000 reported abortions/year in New York State; and over 600,000 reported abortions/year 
in the U.S.   Since Roe vs. Wade legalized abortion across the U.S. on January 22, 1973, the 
lives of 60 million unborn children have been destroyed.   
This display is intended to bring awareness to the number of abortions happening in our midst 
in Suffolk County.  It is also an opportunity to bring hope and healing by highlighting re-
sources that offer pregnancy support and post-abortive counseling such as:  

Life Center of LI:  (631)243-2373, www.lifecenterli.org or 
Project Rachel: 1(888)456-HOPE, www.hopeafterabortion.com 

Please see the Respect Life table after all Sunday Masses this weekend for more information. 
When you pass the Cemetery of the Innocents, please say a prayer for all the babies who 
have died because of abortion.  Pray also that those parents considering an abortion will not 
be deceived, but rather, will protect the dignity of the human life developing inside the womb, 
and that those who have had an abortion will come to seek true forgiveness and healing in the 
infinite mercy and love of God, our Creator and Father.   

"Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you; before you were born I sanctified you." 
Jeremiah 1:5 

http://www.lifecenterli.org
http://www.hopeafterabortion.com

